OF THE CITY OF LIMERICK.

The City of Limerick comprises several Parishes, but it con-
tains but very few antiguarian remains at present, and these have
been so0 minutely described already by Ferrar, Brewer and Fitzgerald
that I think it needless to add one word toc their labors. The an-
tiquities to be marked on the map are the following:-

1. The Town or City wall. An accurate idesa wmay be formed of
the extent of this wall from a plan of the City of Limerick published
in the Pacata Hibernia. Some f{ragments of it are still visible, but
the greater part is levelled. It extends (interrupted ty variocus
chasms) south east from Thomond Gate along part of the Island read
and across the Abbey River to Clare Street, from which it turns south
by Vauxhall to Pennywell Street, thence to John'’s Gate and Mungret

Gate and runs (extends) by the corn market to the Shannon.

2. St. Mary’s Abbey. See Fitzgerald's History of Limerick
where this is described.

3. The Castle. ESee Fitzgerald’s History of Limerick for the B7Y
description and history of thls magnificent fortress.

For & description of the ¢1d Church of RKilrush in the Parish
St . Murnchin’s, see Letters on the County of Clare.

o
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There ig an »o1d burial plece in the Townland of Ciu
(Clooriconan) aboutr two miles to the north of the City ot
the Parish of Saint Munchin but conly ehildren are now in‘:
In the same Parish in the Townlznd of Ballygenan
castle, but it was converted intc & dwelling house by M
the present proprietor, who remcdelled all its original

The Castle of P@)ﬁuﬁﬁe is really situated in iak of S8%.
Nichoias, but it has reen described in the letter ~f Donagh-
more, whieh a part of the Townland of Rathurde trated,

In the Townland of Killelee in the soutl end of the Fsrisgh o
St. John there is a smsll grave yard which is much use’ =7 vrager
but it econtaing ne ruins of u Church.
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is shewn the site of the Franciscan Abbey, but nothing of the 58
ruins to be seen but fragments of featureless walls.

I do not find any other remain or trace of the oldern time
at Limerick or in its immediats vicinity. I have a good deal to
say about its history but Askeaton is not the place to enter into
historical disputes with Ferrar, O’Halloran and Fitzgerald.



THE PARISH OF ST. PATRICK’S. 51

SITUATION. This Parisgsh is situated on the east side of the
City of Limerick, and is tounded orn the north by the River Shannon,
on the east by Kilmurry and the same river, and on the west by Kill-
eely, Saint Munchin'’s and Saint John's.

NAME. The original Church of this nawe was dedicated to Szaint
Patrick, unde nomen.

No part of the ancient Church c¢f this Parish now remains, but
its grave yard is much used. It is situated on high ground in the
Townland of Glebe. About three hundred paces to the east of it but
in the Townland of Singland there is a holy well called after Baint
Patrick, which is still resorted to for the cure of sore eyes.

The Townland in which this holy well is situated is now called
by the native Irish, Saingil, which 1is the name by which it is also
called in the Irish Annals and in the most ancient lives of Saint
Patrick, T abstract the following account of Saint Pasrick’s visit
to this place from his Tripartite Life;~

"After the Saint had left the Territory of Ara Ciiaech he dir-
ected his course to the Territory of Hy~Figeinte, where he was
entertained by Lonun, King of tha% country. Here he met with a 52
youth of the name Nessan, whom after some time he placed over the
Monastery of Mungret which he himself (Patrick) had founded. Scme
inhabitants of Thomond, heving heard of Saint Patrick’s visit to
those parts, crossed the Shannon for the purpose of seeirg him, and
when instructed in the Christian religion, were baptized in a field
called Tir-glais., He was also waited on here by Carther scn. of Blod
(Blood} Prince of Thomond, who was converted and baptized by the
Baint 2t Baingeal® (now Singland or Fearannsingii). ¥8aint Patrick
did not cross the Shannon on this occasion, but having ascended the
hill of Fintine liying to the southwest c¢f Donaghmere, andé lcoking
over the Country of Thomond, blessed it and foreto!d the birth after
some years of the great St. Senan of Scattery Island.®

The same story is given in the Life of Saint Patrick preserved
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Nearly the same translation of this passage is given in 0'Flan-
igan’s translation of the Annals of Inishfallen, but he renders
Céarna, which is really fleshmeat, as if it were writtem Corna (or
Cuira) cups.

Antiquities examined by Mr, Curry.
J.0*D,
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